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December 18th 1941,

T
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“—" My Dear Willigm: Fro

I am writing this letter wlth the bope that you heve arrived asfely
in Lazos end that 1t may reach you by Christmas.We have juat found
that there 1s & new pir service from Miami,leaving on Saturday
mornlang to San Juan,Puerto Rico and then they cheange to the 42 ton
Capetown Clipper which will c¢arry them to Bathurst,British Gembia
then to Lagoa.The trip 1s mede from Ssn Juen vla Port of Spaln,
irinadsd for en overnight stop znd on Sundey to Fars,Prazrll then on
Honday the clipper hops to Hatsl,departing that nlzht on the 1832
mile crosaing to “sthurst,arriving early Tuesday and Tszos will be
reached on Wednesadey.50 here 1s hoping thet we mey heve s much closer
communication with yon then we had expected.

It will have been two wesks tomorrow since we receivec your cable
from the 'bost,place of originm not steted "Sana Jrigine” and we have
figured that if you left London on Kovember 16th snd the trip would
take 28 dpys thet you should have srrived by thls tlme and I heve
delayed this letter with the hope that we would have a cable by thils
time,but muat get It off thia morning 1f 1f reschea Mlsml in time to
catch the clipper on Saturdsey.%e thiok thet you —ust heve had a
slose gonnectlon with the boat In London or we would have had a
letter by this time from there.Bope thet you were there long enough
to ses socmething of the clity.

fie have asked the Weatern Unlon for cable Informetlon snd they are
psking New York but ss yet I heve not hed a reply from hiw.We think
it possibtle,that since the declsrstliom of war' thet 1% might not be
possible for you to cable us.Cur bope 1s that you heve arrlved and
are safe on dry land once sgaln.¥ou must tell ua all about your
trip when you have tha opporiubity.

It hes bean guite a time since we have written and I do not know

where I left off in the lest letter which we sent to Wigerla.The
developments of the past ten deys heve upset the country consldersbles
snd all of the talk hes been sbout the conflict wlth Japan.The Paeifiec
incident aimply upset the country asnd 1t would seem that our men at

arl Harbor were not on the slert.The news this mornlng says that

be high command of the air foree and nevy heve been removed and that
en investigetion will be held.It I3 too bBed that you sold your redlo
85 1t may not be easy to obtaln another under present condltlons.

We are having a very hard time to obtalin merchandise and it is goling
to be tougher as time goes on.We have hed s car of nalla ordered
since the llrat of August and have mot wyet recelved them snd it
looks ss though we would not get them now.,We can set no satisfaction
from the company In regard to shipment.Almost everythlng elae 1a
Just ms herd to buy and it looks &3 though we would not have much

to asell the next year 1f acme change I3 not made.¥e are not In &
defense area and consequently cennot beve preference for bullding
materials.0ur Industries do not have much dcefenze work snd It 1s
hard to obtalp prioritiss from them for our clasa of material.

I had 8 letter from verle the first of the week and zhe hasa obtelnsd

& poaltion with a new store in Botlend,Vermont,ss interlor decorator,
she 15 going to go to work on the 5th of =smuery and expects to come
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N PE the day before Christmas,so she will have s nliece visit here during
the holiday=2.l do hopa thet she can meke g success of it snd I think
that it will bte a fine chance for her,lt belng s new department in
thlas atore.

In the lsst letter thset I wrote to you,l helieve thet I told youm sbout
Eud Francilae btelng close to Lagoa,l have not tslked to his grand-
mother lately but think [ will call her now and esk 17 she hes bsd
gty late word (rom him, just celled her end they have no word since

the the letter that he sent back on the clipper upon which he went
over.Hls sddress 1s Accra.lold Coast,

Just received a letter from Janle snd she will arrive home on the
evening of the 23rd.She 13 golng to buy your Christmas presents
for you.l sm being interrupted =o much thet 1t ls golag to be heard
for me to make much senae to this letter.

Thls morning & tock 2 box to the Fost Ufflce to meil to you and they
sre not so sure that 1t will go through.if it were not for the faect
thet you were in the rovermment service they would not have sccepted
it,but tkhey ere¢ golog %o aend 1t on to Hew York and I hope that 1t
wlll resct: you eventuslly.Ne sent slx peir of shorts,slx bars of
aoap,three tubes of sheving cresm and a can of powder end a frult
cake.l have just remebered sbout the tooth peate mnd I do not belleve
that she put it in.

Over Thanksglving =arah snd L took a trip to the COrest 3moky Mount-
ains in Tennesses snd spent Thanskssiving evening,with dinner with
Mr.Yed Lutz end wife,Ned ls prealdent of the A.T.A.thls year.lhey
heve o wery lovely home on the outakirts of Hnozvllle end we had a
wonderfnl time with them.Friday we went through the Smokles sné had
2 besutiful day,but it rained sl] dsy =sturday and on Sunday until
we arrived at Euntington.The lutzs' gelse =ome daunsch bunds{dachels)
and @prs. Lotz aent “=reb & nlpne months old putty,she 1Ia sz cute a=
she can be tut I em afrald that she wlll be gquite & nulasnce to us
as “arsh is so busy with achool work.

On Christems we sre golng to have “erman,Betty and the c¢hlldren,
Aunt Berths snd fgsther . Harold and Lottle and Uncle Lary,soc we
shall have guite a crowd.Janles =eld ln ber letter tocey that szke
hed met 2 niece oy In the navy and she wanted te bring him home for
Christmaz 1f he could get off,but I am advising her that L do not
think 1t would be best on account of the crowd we sre having.

Weo are 2ll ss well &s unsusl and have been having soze Teal cool
weather ut not bad for the time of year.I think I told you thet
John Montgomery was In the Cavalry offlecers tralng school and Ilkes
it very much.0n Tuesday night 5ir Eubert Wikklin apoke to the Execut-
iveés Club on the condltiona 1o the Far Lest,he had spent the summer
there gnd had much interesting Informatlon.

Yell my dear boy,we 81l wish you s Merry Christmes and 1t greet hope
is that wvou ere snd on land by the time this reaches you.Jod bless
end keep you and bring you back zafe ls our prayer.l know that
I should write more but If this poes through we can get word to you
much oftensr and keep ln closer touch.Write when you cen and tell
us all of the news.

Love and beat wishes,

Y902
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